Moy 31, 1988

Willion EKnauewr

8. Pisgh sad Wildlife Bervice
1611 B. Tudor Ropd

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Hr. Enauers

The Pacific Sesbivd Sroup is a sclentific orgemization composed of over
400 seabird researchers and conservationists from 16 countries. Our
group is dedicated to the study of Pacific seabirds and thelr
environment. While our group is primerily Iinterested in scientific
endeavors, we have a coaservation committee and feel we have a tremendous
amount of relevant expertise to offer conceraing conservation Issues.
This letter preseants our comments on the draft Alaske Maritime MNatlonal
Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservatiom Plan.

The wilderpess designetion porvtion of the plan is the most significant
part. We favor the more extensive wildersmess of Alterpative B, as this
designation offers the best protection for nesting ecolonies. Considering
the vastness of the Refuge, adding more wilderness in the future could be
difficult. -

%ie are dissppointed that Refuge lands vwhich are Native selected but mot
conveyed are not Imcluded in your wildermess proposal. In actuality,
only a very small percentage of these selections will ever be conveyed
dus to extensive over-gelection by the ¥Natives. These over-selections
imclude some of the most magnificent snd important Refuge islande (e.g.,
Barrven Islands, Shumagin Isianda).

We recommend that a 1ist of lands that the Refuge feels ave of high
priovity for acquisition be imcluded in the plans. Also, a list of lands
slready in the Refuge with low wildlife value and suitable for exchenge
should be added. Ue would like to review these lists and fesl that they
would be helpful ia the future as a guide for mapagement of land
exchanges.



We prefer the Refupe asteffing pettern and visitor center as portrayed
under Alternative . This alternative, providing for the largest staff,
821ll seems highly conservative. Having one blologist assigned to an
area as large as the Aleutisn Islands or PBering Sea 1g inadequate fov
simply wmomitoring populations of wildlife, let alone determining causes
of deelines.

We thank vyou for the opportunity te comment on the Alaska Mavitime
Hational Wildiife Refuge draft comprebensive plan, end we wish you the
best of success with its implementation. We are particularly interested
in this Refuge end will be glad to offer our further comments in any
future public reviews.

Scott Ae Eatch
Chalr

ces  Chaiy, Conservvetion Commiittes
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