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The following are comments to the Draft Tnvironmental Impact Statement for
the Master Plan of the Wawalian Ielands “ational Wildlife Refuge, prepared by
our mewbare most familiar with the region., We appreciate this opportunity to
comment on these important izsues,

We endozse the general aporoasch of the DRTE with vespect Lo the objectives in ™
the management of marine birds and other resources. 7o improve management

and efficiency, however, some approaches should he modified and should be

discusged in the final TIS,

l. Although the DEIS states that this plan should ouide managemant of these
resources for as long as twenty vears, most of the plan dwells on immediate
problems, esuch as fishing, te the exclusion of other rroblems thit aliismately
may be wore important, More attention should be devoted to deepsea mining
{mentloned very briefly on £.24), nuclear waste disposal (proposed recently
for Midway), or other developments that might affect the refuge even though
FWE does not control such actions.

2. The refuge does not seem to provide a management framework to manage and
protect some of ite resources, Pishing outside the refuge (0.5} and deapzea
wining may affect marine birds. The Director of FHS or tha Secretary of the
Interior should formally nominate the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands to be a
marine sanctuary. We agree with the DEYS that this concept reguires extensive
consideration (6,.18), but becamse the lead agency, NOMA, requires a five-vear
roview process, it seems inappropriate to swait an ¥HS internal review before
MOAZ begins its deliberations (which would have Fus input).

3, Research and management of the NWEI seems to be expensive. The final BIS

should consider the use of a private non-profit organization to conduct reseavch

in the NWHI and possibly to manage facilities such as Tern Islasnd. Such an -
arrangement has been very successful on the Farallon Islande refuge in California,
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saving government funds and positions. VMors lmportant, {t enhances
opportunities for long-term research and ellowe sgsencles such as ¥N8P $o be
frwolved in funding studles (N8P {e not sllowed to fund PYS ztudies),. Should
that zpproack be adopted, PEC would be plessed to lend the ewpertise of its
senbers to the formation of such an crosnizstion,

4. Phe final RIS should provide a systematic process for the decisions (2.1}
with respect tc research on the refuge, The DPIC is teo vague. Clear
guldelines should be ppovided that enpure such Zerisions do not change with
differing attitudes of ench rew refuse manager, "his has boen » opoblem in
the past, especially with respedt to collecting birda, In addition, clear
polinien must be promuloated with revard 2o spsce on reseageh vensels,
fpeaial Use Parmits to do research in the refune, for ewarmnle, should not he
bartered for allosatlions of berths on ressarch vessels.for Pederal emploveas,
It this is the policy of ™8, however, it should be clearly stated,

8, Any policles using Zpecial Use Permits o restrist sccess to the Wmy
should be modified for Midway Telande, If or when they bacome part of the
refuge, widway bizd populstions have survived slnost Fifty vears of the U.8.
Navy and are unlikely to be advarsely afifected by visiting tourists or
researchers,

€, FUE ahould establish a consent regime for Special Use Pecmits for
tesearch, A writien requeat for z &P for resesaveh should be desaad to bhe
granted If M2 doen not make a written reply within thirty dave. Individual
researchess have besn frustrated in the past becsuge of axtensive delays in
processing roubine rasearoh persits,

Asain, thank you for this oppordunity @0 review this DEYS,
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