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br. MNancy Foster

Banctuary Programs Division, MNOAA
3300 V'hitehaven Street, N.W.
"ashinaton, D.C. 20235

Dear Dr. Foster,

‘le have the following comments to make on the "Proposed Hational
tarine Sanctuary Program Site Evaluation List" as announced in
the Federal Register on 1 March, 1983,

desbdngron
e believe the VWestern Washington Outer Coast sancisuanry
to be a top priority marine sanctuary. It would nrotect waters
around refuge islands that are important to seabirds eni that
need protection from oil tankers and dumping, Present protection
for these islands does not extend past the emergent land., e
hbelieve that the Washington State Nearshore site is imnortant,
but that it should be enlarged to encompass the oricinal nroposdal
that included Sequim Bay, Protection Island, Indian Island, and
Misqually Delta. The omitted areas are vepry important for ducks,
shorebirds, and marine birds. Protection Island has the larnest
colony of rhinoceros auklets in the contiguous United Jtates,
These birds feed near Sequim Bay, VYWhitby Island, 3Skagit tay, =n
the San Juan Islands, The Nisqually Delta is one of the last
larae, undeveloped deltas alonn the west coast and is venry
important to migrating shorebiprds and seabirds,
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The seabird fauna of the Hecata-Stonewall Banks is woorly knoun,
but preliminary data indicate that relatively high numhers of
birds occur in the area. Consequently, we supnort this sprea

to become a marine sanctuary.
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¢ urae sinctuary status for ‘lorro ay. This arcr sas Jona Hpaan
reconizaed 5 ane o{ thc nost critical and vital links of natupr !
; habitat alonn the Zalifornia stretch of the Pacific U 1ywry,
tn nddition to its exten"ivc resident and scasonal avitouna,
the waters are important habitat for fisheries., Lorrc Yy
mnrshes provide the last habitat for the endanqered sal® izarsh
nervest nouse, The establishment of a National {farine Sznctucr
st ‘lorro Bay would serve to establish the national importance -
hryland resource zreas alonqg the entire Californic coast.

“c believe that the exclusion of Alaska from marine sanc turpy
sroposals to be an inexcusable and irresponsible ocversicht, Thepr
are many areas that deserve sanctuary consideration that apra»
outside the 3-nautical mile state wnter bboundary., For examnln,
e know of important feeding areas for marine birds and uhal-e
in Aristol 2ay, near the Ppribilof Islands, near St. iutthev
Island, and near the Diomede Islands., I am sure theat niny oibor
~ites could be nonin: ted by the experts that work in .12
ihe woters southeast of St. Lawrence Island are extrenelsy
intortant feedina arcas for gray whales, yot o0il enid :no
fddevelopment and trawling along the bottom (where +ho whelas
feed) is unrequlated,. Planning for marine sanctuaries shoul !
oceed even if the itate of Alaska will not cooper:te.
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support the snnébﬂries proposed for the Marians Lslandta (v
chould be » sinnle proposal), Guam, ~nd Aasrican Semon. T op
carecially convinced of the importance of the llorthern irricn

rop0°"] which includes an importent seabird colony, thro- top
Gon turtlns, and humnback whales. Ve continue to of ject Lo i
r1lh.sence ol 2 npronosal for the State of iawaii, Freviou:s
corresrondence with “helsea Corporation (5 Janusry
nur concerns that the negional Evaluation Team herno

a2vzn have a public meeting to discuss propnsals., i

is is 2 violation of due nrocess, Vo have wodinted oz or~viog
th-t we heve never obhtained a copy of the transcpripnt o -
site evnluation temm's naotinn to evaluate the critorin =i
vepe used in discussing proposals in this are.c. : J
susnect that political not hioclogical critoriz
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to eliminate the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands as a potential
marine sanctuary, lle do not believe that political considerations
are appropriate at the nomination stage., We suspect that such
considerations at this stage are contrary to the instructions
given to the team by Chelsea Corporation. The Site Evaluation
Team should have restricted its work to finding the most

important biological areas, not +those that might survive the
political process to become sanctuaries. The team was selected
for biolonical, not political expertise.

The omission of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands at the nomination
stage is incomprehensible and irresponsible. Eighteen seahiprd
species numbering 10,000,000 bipds live there. Those islands
provide the exclusive habitat for the endangered Hawaiian monk
seal. The sole nesting of the threatened agreen sea turtle occurs
there. It is interesting to compare the Northwestern Hawaiian
Islands to extant marine sanctuaries in California established
for similar reasons. The Farallon Islands have 100,000 seabipd
pairs of 12 species. The Channel Islands have 20,000 pairs of

9 species., Neither California site has a breeding population

of a threatned sea turtle or endangered seal. lle strongly
recommend f%at the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands be added to the
list of sites. I have included a lengthy biological and leqgal
analysis of this issue for your consideration and for the recoprd.

We anpreciate the opportunity to comment on these important
national issues.

Sincerely,

C:qu%s S. H oo

Craiq S, Harrison, Chairman
46-024 Puulena St. #614
Kaneohe, Hawaii 03744



