Dear President Biden,

On behalf of 30 birdwatching and bird habitat conservation organizations, we urge you to
permanently protect one of New England’s ocean treasures: the incredible underwater mountain
range and kelp forest around Cashes Ledge. Protecting Cashes Ledge will enable seabirds that
feed in the area to sustain themselves.

As birdwatchers and enthusiasts, birds of all kinds are important to us. They excite us, bring us
together, and remind us of our country’s beauty. We want nothing more than to see them thrive.

But tragically, populations of American seabirds are in severe decline. Over half of all seabird
species found in the U.S. are either of high conservation concern, federally endangered, or are at
a tipping point - meaning that 50% of the species population has disappeared since 1970 and
another 50% will disappear by 2050.! Human activities, like pollution, habitat destruction, and
commercial-scale fishing, have contributed to these declines.? If an ocean ecosystem is in
trouble, seabirds will be among the first wildlife to signal it as well - and seabirds in the Northern
Hemisphere have been struggling to feed themselves. A 2021 study concluded that seabirds will
struggle to breed in the Northern hemisphere unless there is an increase in the availability of
local food resources.?

Cashes Ledge provides a shining respite for seabirds from these grim trends. Cashes Ledge is an
underwater mountain range home to the deepest, densest and healthiest kelp forest in the Gulf of
Maine and possibly the Northwest Atlantic. This area is a biodiversity hotspot and hosts all of
the types of seafloor environment that can be found in the Gulf of Maine.* Thanks to unique
ocean currents, its nutrient rich waters provide the basis for an abundant ecosystem, known to be
a hotspot for humpback whales, a feeding ground for seabirds, and for being one of the last best
places to find North Atlantic cod in New England.’

The prohibition of commercial fishing at Cashes Ledge is another reason why the wildlife is so
abundant there. A study has even found the biomass of the fish at Cashes Ledge to be 305 times
greater than that of marine areas at Maine’s coast.® These strong numbers can help Cashes’
seabirds thrive. These seabirds include the Storm Water-Petrel, the Sooty Shearwater, and the
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Great Shearwater among others.” These birds circle Cashes Ledge and dive for the steady
numbers of fish swimming in the waters.

However, the protections behind this ecosystem could easily be rolled back. Without these
protections, the area could lose the abundance that helps sustain seabirds and all the other ocean
life that right now call Cashes Ledge home. A return to more intense fishing efforts could mean
seabirds will also be at greater risk of becoming bycatch, perhaps the biggest contemporary
contributor to their declines.®

To keep this ecosystem a vibrant haven for seabirds and other marine life, we ask you to
implement permanent protections for Cashes Ledge. Like national parks on land, when we set
ocean places aside from human activities for the conservation of nature, we see ocean life
flourish and become more resilient.

Mr. President, in a time of massive species loss, your leadership could make a difference for the
seabirds that feed at Cashes Ledge. Permanently protecting this ocean treasure will be an
excellent addition to your ocean conservation legacy and is aligned with your commitment to
protect the environment. As birders we pride ourselves on being good stewards of the birds that
we search for, and the environment they depend on. We hope you join us in our effort to
conserve their habitats and allow us to continue our passion.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue — we hope that we can move forward
together to ensure a healthy and abundant future for the seabirds at Cashes Ledge.
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