
SEABIRDS 
OF SPECIAL 

CONCERN

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service  241



Short-tailed Albatross (Phoebastria albatrus)
ESA Status: Endangered (since 2000)
Adult
Size: VERY LARGE

Bill: Large and PINK
Color Pattern:  Golden crown; white back; black & white wings 

Similar Species: Laysan Albatross has white head; no white on back or tops of wings; dark patch around 
each eye; pale to yellow bill.

Subadult
Size: VERY LARGE

Bill:  Large and PINK 
Color Pattern: White on throat, head and belly

Juvenile
Size: VERY LARGE  (wingspan to 7½ feet)

Bill:  Large and PINK, tubular nostrils
Color Pattern:  Solid dark plumage, slowly whitening with age 

Similar Species: Black-footed Albatross has white ring around base of dark bill.
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California Least Tern (Sternula antillarum browni)
ESA Status: Endangered (since 1970)

Size: Very Small  (9 inches long, 20 inch wingspan)
Bill:  Long , tapered bill, Yellow with black tip during breeding period (March – August), Black remainder of year
Color Pattern:  Black crown, White forehead, Gray wings,  White underparts
Similar Species: None within normal range.

Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus)
ESA Status: Threatened (since 1992)

Size: Small 
Bill: Dark
Color Pattern:
Winter Plumage: White collar extends to back of head; white strip between wing and back; white moustache (faint); 
black cap extends well below eyes.

Summer Plumage: Dark brown; Heavily speckled on underparts

Similar Species: Ancient, Xantus’, and Craveri’s Murrelets. None have collar that extends to back of head 
nor white stripe between wing and back.
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