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IN THE FIELD

Surveys and observations

Robin Corcoran (USFWS Kodiak NWR) monitored terns (collected count data) at 24 known
nesting sites and searched for new colonies in the Kodiak Archipelago. Behavior consistent with
nesting of Aleutian terns was observed at four of the 11 colonies where they previously nested.
Nesting behavior was also documented at two colonies on the west side of Kodiak Island for the
first time.
Susan Oehlers (U.S. Forest Service) and Christine Cieslak (Student Conservation Association)
surveyed the Black Sand Spit colony in the Yakutat area. In addition to direct counts associated
with acoustic monitors and general colony observations/population estimates, 2 full colony
modified direct counts were conducted:

o June 8, estimated 337 ALTE (and 188 Arctic terns-ARTE)

o June 22, estimated 317 ALTE (and 343 ARTE)
A subset of committee members (representing USFWS, USFS, ADF&G, OSU, Audubon, Tern
Again Consulting) in collaboration with Trent McDonald (McDonald Data Sciences) and support
from National Fish and Wildlife Foundation developed and implemented a second season of
pilot aerial survey work in Northeast Bristol Bay during the 2022 field season, with the goal to
refine methods, including estimates of detectability, for implementing a statewide (AK) ALTE
survey starting in 2023. Aerial surveys were conducted based out of King Salmon, AK, extending
northwest to Goodnews Bay and southwest to Cold Bay. A total of 38 tern colonies were
detected during aerial surveys. We used double-observer line transect surveys, integrated with
distance sampling, to estimate abundance and detectability. A final report is expected January
2023. The results of these pilot efforts will serve as the basis for/further inform the final
statewide sampling strategy.

Tracking

A multi-agency team, with field team of Tory Rhoades (ADF&G) and Tim Lawes (OSU and West
Inc.), deployed satellite telemetry (“PTT”) tags on 8 Aleutian Terns in colonies near Nome. All
transmitters functioned into migration season.

Acoustic Monitoring

Robin Corcoran (USFWS Kodiak NWR). Seven song meters were deployed at the tern colony in
Kalsin Bay. Sixteen surveys were conducted at the head of Kalsin Bay, which will support
acoustic monitoring model development.

Susan Oehlers and Christine Cieslak (USFS). Six song meters were deployed at the Black Sand
Spit tern colony. A total of 40 direct counts associated with songmeter sites were conducted
over the course of the season.



2021 and 2022 acoustic data from Kodiak, Nome, and Yakutat are currently being analyzed by
Conservation Metrics.

Conservation

Robin Corcoran (USFWS Kodiak NWR) and staff (volunteers) continued a conservation program
initiated in 2019 to reduce human disturbance by installing a rope fence around the tern colony
on the Kalsin Spit. In 2019-2020, Aleutian and Arctic terns experienced higher than average nest
and fledgling success at this colony compared to previous nesting seasons without the fence;
however, that was not the case in 2021-2022. Nest predation rates were high on the Kalsin Spit
just after initiation of egg laying in late May and a depredated Aleutian tern adult was found on
28 May 2022. Aleutian tern numbers at the site were very low in June, and no Aleutian tern or
short-billed gull fledglings were seen despite numerous nesting attempts by both species.
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