




Meegan Fitzharris um

Member for Yerrabi

Minister for Health and Wellbeing
Minister for Transport and City Services

Ministerfor Higher Education, Training and Research

Mr Mark J. Rauzon

mirauz@aol.com

Dear Mr Rauzon

Thank you for your email of 26 July 2018 to Mr Mick Gentleman MLA regarding helium balloons and

littering. I am responding as this matter falls under my portfolio responsibilities.

I share your concerns about littering and it is unfortunate that the irresponsible actions of a few can

have such an impact on the community. ln the ACT the Litter Act 2004 provides a deterrent to
littering and City Rangers and ACT Policing can issue on-the spot fines to offenders ranging from 560
to 51,000. Under the Litter Act 2004 there is a requirement to identify the person responsible for
depositing litter in a public place. However, this evidence is often difficult to obtain.

The ACT has committed to a number of major policy interventions to reduce other litter streams. The

most significant of these are the Plostic Shopping Bog Ban Act 2070, the container deposit scheme
and public event and public space waste management programs and initiatives.

I have asked Transport Canberra and City Services officials to review the work the Queensland
Government has undertaken in relation to the release of balloons and to consider its
appropriateness for our community. lt is expected that a legislative review of the Litter Actwill
commence later this year.

Thank you for raising this matter. I trust the information provided is of assistance.

Yours sincerely

s MLA

ransport and City Services
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---- Original Message ---- 
From: Minister Lawler <Minister.Lawler@nt.gov.au> 
Sent: Wed, Aug 29, 2018 10:55 pm 
Subject: Re: Ban Helium Balloons 
 
Good Afternoon, 
  
Thank you for writing to me calling for support to ban the release of helium balloons. It is an issue that I 
am seeing growing community concern about, and one that I am seeing groups and individuals making 
decisions about. I believe that having the community actively make those decisions and the resulting 
community pressure will have a substantial impact in reducing the release of helium balloons. 
  
Further, the Northern Territory Government engages with other jurisdictions on national approaches to 
reducing the impactsof wastes on the environment including balloons and other single use plastics. At the 
Meeting of Environment Ministers in April2018, Ministers in all jurisdictions made a commitment to reduce 
waste and make it easier for products to be recycled. 
  
Ministers endorsed a target of 100 percent of Australian packaging being recyclable, compostable or 
reusable by 2025 orearlier. Ministers also agreed to encourage waste reduction strategies through 
greater consumer awareness, education andwith industry leadership. 
  
Our Government will continue to work towards developing a national approach to further reduce impacts 
of these wastes. 
  
I encourage you to continue to lobby and to share your views with organisations who utilise helium 
balloons. I can tell you that Territory Labor made a decision this year not to have helium balloons at any 
of the Shows across the Northern Territory. 
  
Kind regards  
  
Hon Eva Lawler MLA 
Minister for Infrastructure, Planning & Logistics 
Minister for Environment & Natural Resources 
Northern Territory Government of Australia 
 Level 5, Parliament House, Darwin NT 
GPO Box 3146, Darwin NT 0801, Australia 
p… (08) 8936 5566 | m… 0455 557 547| e… minister.lawler@nt.gov.au 
  
Confidentiality and Disclaimer Statement: 
Use or transmittal of the information in this email other than for authorised NT Government business purposes may constitute 
misconduct under the NT Public Sector Code of Conduct and could potentially be an offence under the NT Criminal Code.  If you 
are not the intended recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this message or any attachments is unauthorised.  If you have 
received this document in error, please advise the sender.  No representation is given that attached files are free from viruses or 
other defects. Scanning for viruses is recommended. 
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